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June 12.1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Comrnission
1919 M- Street, Northwest
Washington DC 20544

Dear Chairman. Hundt:

Ameritech Michigan recently applied for approval from the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) to offer long distance services to their existing customers. On behalfof the
Michigan Colleges Foundation I ask that you give the Ameritec:h Michigan application (air and
favorable consideration. The intent of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 was to promote full
and fair competition in all telecommunications markets. This is especially important for
nonprofits who need to contain costs by shopping wisely for quality products at the best prices
without sacrificing customer service.

Thank. you in advanc.e for your consideration.

Sincerely>

William H. Liebold, II
President

cc: Donald J. Russell. U.S. Depattment ofJustice
Lisa Hamway, Am.eritech Michigan
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HOLT PUBLIC SCHOOLS
ELLIOTT ELEMENTARY SCBOOL

4200 Bond
Bolt, MI 48842

June 18, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal CommUDieati.cms Commission
1919 M. Street, Northwest
WaahiDltODa D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. HUI.'ldt

P.02/04

I am writin~ to ask that you act favorably on Ameritech's application (Docket
#DA 97-137) audits request to compete fully and fairly in the
te1ecomtnuni.c:ations markets in Michigan. Since the Telecommunications Act
of 1996·has been in e:ff'ect for over a year, and there has been no noticeable
impact on long distance p1'ices (which, by the way. have continued to rise), I
see 110 reason to prevent Ameriteeh from enteriDg the competition.

It is m.y UDderstUcUng that the intent of the Act was to promote full and fair
competition in all telecommunications markets. If this is the case, then
please respond favorably to the request of Ameritech so that the consumers
in Michigan may have the opportunity to select services based on a full
spectrum of providers.

Thank you for your consideration and prompt response to this request.

c: Mr. Donald Russell
Telecommunications Task Force
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June 18, If'

THE DET~OJT JNSTITUTE OF AR.TS
FOUNDER..S SOCIETY

The HOI1O ble Reed Huodt, Chaianaa
Federal Co 'cations Commimou
1919 M S eel, NW
WashingtD » D.C. 20544

Dear Sir:

In the past year much has beeD said aad WIitta:L about the impact of The
Telecomm .eaWms Aa of 1996. Here in Micbipn there bas beeD much discussion about
the aetempt by Ameriteeh Mic;.bipzl to &aiD acceII to the 10D1 distmc:e market. I kaDw that
at this tim Ameriteeh has reapplied for the right to provide lore distaac:e service in
Michigan. I would like to encourage the FCC to act favorably on that applieaticm.

As users 0 significant amounts of telecommumca1ions service, with limited amounts of
budget lable, it is in our best imerest to see thai tnJe, marketAbased, competition in all
telec:omm 'cations markets is available. Af:ra a full year with the Al:t in effm, we have
seen no sit of additional competition or lowering of prices.

r suspect ~at the major companies will be able to arg'lJe the tedmical points of the
existen~ open competition for a very long time. The FCC has the ability to bring those
discussions to closure by clearly briDging action on applications. I hope that you will do so

Isoon. 1

Sincerely. :

c:c: Mr. nald J. RusseU
Ms.~ Lisa Hamway

RPlblc
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~.... Area Agencies on Aging Association of Michigan
MaryAblBn

e8tlJllIIfI DJroctor

Jun~ 23, J.997

The H'onorabJe Reed IIundt, Chair.man
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear commissioner Hundt:

The Area Agencies on Aging Assooi~tion of Michigan (AAAAM) is on
association of regional agt:uciea chat: advocates for the needs and
concerns of older Michigan1ans, The AAAAM has a long history of
advocating for con~umer ioo\lca, incl\lning teJ ecommunicationu. We
have a special concern lor low-,ncome seniors who have limited
incomes, are isolated. and at risk of losing their independence.
For these individuals, tftJ.e:tphone se:tVicc is el. necessity, not a
luxury, and Lhat service Imlit. bc affoTdabJe -- both local Yervi~@.

and long distance.

Ie :i.s for this reason that I am writing to suppor\; a request
oubmit1:ed by Amcrit:er.h, noc:keL #1)1\ 9"/-137. That request would
allow Arneritcch r.o provj.de long-distance sel"Vices in M:i.~hi9an,

thereby offering COnS\lmCra of all ages anOLheI' choi~p- of provider,
which will hopefulJ.y lower prices. The long-disLance comp.:)n~es
have alread.y received a gr~An ] ight.. Lo provide l.>i!l.sic:: loC'=al c.crvj.cc
in Michigan, and we Rupport t.he int.roduct1on of competi.tion in t:.huc
anma, bp.ca\H~e j e g:ives oonsumers more choice.

Please do not delay any fUTther j 11 opening our lOll!) distance market:
to full c~T~ctition. If there are reasons why you Delievo a d~luy

is advisable, I would apprcc; ate 0. letter explaining t.hose reasonc-

Sincerely,

~}PJ,~
Mary M. Ahlan
Execucive Director

610S Wesl St. Joseph. Suite 209, Lansing MI 48917-4850
Phone 617-886-1029 rax ~17-886·130~
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~ Michigan Capital
~ Healtlicare

June 18. 1997

1"7.•-18

The Honorable ReedHun~ Chairman
Federal CommUDicatiollS Commission
1919 M. SU'eet. Northwest
WashiDpm. D.C. 20544

SUBJECT; Docket #DA 97·137

Dear Honorable Hundt.

Being a nonprofit operation and using the telephone exr.ensively in our busiDess~ I have bee!»
wate:hiDg 1he efforts ofthe telecommunications let of 1996 for over a year with DO notable iJnpaet
ontong distaDce prices. We endorse fiJ1l aDd fair c:ompetitioD, baed aD the best products, at the best
prices with the best customer setViee aVlilable.

Therefore, I~mat you move favorably onAm~' s appUC81iOZl under Docket tiDA 97.137 as
quickly as possible.

£verettW. Beemer
Presidcut
Miehigan Capital Hea1tbc:are FOWldatioD'

ce: Mr. DotWd 1. lWsse11
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June 17, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Conununioations Commission
1919 M. Street, Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20544

Pear Chairman Hundt:

313 495 9337 TO 912023253825

WOODWARD ACADEMY

P.02/02

PAGE a2

I would like to take this opportunity to express my support for Ameritech to be approved as
a long distance telephone service provider in Michigan.

As the ChiefExecutive Officer ofWoodward Academy, a charter school in Michigan, 1have
personally observed how competition in public education has caused the traditional
educational monopolies (regjonal school boards) to improve the quality oftheir product. I'm
certain that you are well aware that open markets and fair competition increases the qU~llity

of products and drives down prices.

Ameritech has been a fair provider of goods and services to our school since our initial
approval to operate the school nearly two years ago. Ameritech hag also demonstrat.~d a
commitment to urban public education and non-profit-charitable organization through
donations ofhwnan resourocs and cash contributions.

An example of the benefits ofcompetition is our current Internet !C(,esB chaI'ie. Wood'\:l.'ard
Academy has been paying $19.99 per subscriber to Neteom. Ameritech has now entered this
area and has cut our cost by $5.00 per subsaiber; and, Ameriteeh is providing a b~:tter

product. If past is truly prolog, I look forward with great anticipation the day when
Ameritech becomes a long distance service provider. .

,

Ifyou have any questions or require additional information, I can be contacted at (313) 961­
2108.

KNOWLeDGE s POWEF~

951 E.l:tfayette • DeCrolt l MI • 48207.2901

** TOTAL PAGE.02 **
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June 25, 1997

313 496 9337 TO 912023263826 P.02/05

Ilf BE: Docket IDA 9'-137

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal communioations Commission
1919 M•• street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20544

Sir:

The purpose of this letter is to ask you to move favorably on
A!t\eritech's application to provide long distance communic::ation
service to their customers in Michigan.

True market"'base oompetition in all telecownunications markets will
ensure tha~ the Unit@d states continues to hava a state-of-the-art
communications' infr3struc~ure--an asset that is essential to
bUilding O\lX' econo:my, and buildin9 ou.r econolllY is essential to the
nonprofit sector.

The intent of the Telecommunications ACt of 1996 was to promote
full ,and fair competition in all teleoommunications JIlarkets, which
will be the key to the delivery of the information superhighway to
consumers~ b~sinesses, schools, and nonprofits.

As a r~iona~ nonpro~it or9'~nization, foIe view the health of
American consumers, businesses and schools as the key t.o our
operating programs and revenue. We endorse full ahd fair
eompetition, based on the best products, at the best prices with
the best customer service available. We believe beritech does all
of the above.

Lewis College of Basiness
'7370 MEYERS ROAD • DETROIT, MICHIC-'N 48235 • (313) 862.-6.300
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313 496 9337 TO 912023263826

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Page 2
June 25, 1997

Please do not delay ih openin9 long distance .arkets to
competition, for the benefit of u.s. CommercQ, and thereby, the
benefit of U.S. nonprofits, as well.

Sincerely

"~r' Harris,
president

cc
Hr. Donald J. Russell
Tele~ommunicationsTask Force,
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June 25, 1997

P.05/[15

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commisaion
1919 M. Street, Northwest
Waahinston, D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

I aDl writing to you to convey OW' organization's support for full and
fair competition in all telecommunications markets. In that regard. I would
urge your agency to move favorably on Ameritech l

• application Docket IDA
97-137.

Clearly. true market-based eompetition in all teleeommunicationf
areas will ensure that the United States will continue to have a 8tate-of-tb~

art communications infrastructure.

Baaed upon the es:perienea documented over the put year that the
Teleeommumcatiol1s Act of 1996 baa been in effect, this requested aetion
would seem to be most compatible with the intent.

Your action in openin&' long distance markets to competition will
certainly be appreciated.

~

~ pc: Donald J. Ruuell
2

I
•
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Norman Sk.ytta
712 Orange Street
Greenville, MI 48838

June 24, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20544

RE: Docket # DA97-l37

Dear Sir:

This is to urge you and the FCC to move Cavorably on
Ameritech's application to provide long distance
service in Michigan.

By your approval, I understand that local consumers
~ould receive the most convenient and economical
services for the telephone services involved. Also, by
promotion of full and fair competition in the telecom­
munication market that would be enabled by approval,
delivery of the information highway toconSU1l1ers vould
move forward the most expeditiously.

Ameritech is our local telephone service company. Our
community has been and is well served by them.

I am the treasurer of the United Way of Montcalm County.
Ameritech and its employees have been major supporters
of our organization. We are interested in the companys
welfare because of our long-time favorable experience
with them.

very truly yours,

~~
cc: Mr. Donald J. Russell

Telecommunications Task Force
Anti-Trust Division
The u.s. Department of Justice
8205 555 4th Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20001
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National Crime Prevention Counci
To forge a nationwide commitment by people acting individually an
together to prevent crime and build safer, more caring communitie.

June 11, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., NW
Washington, DC 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

On behalf oftbe National Crime Prevention Council staff, board, and 136-member
Crime-PIeventkm 'Coalition ofAIiieriCa, .r wiSh-t5'wrne 'you"to consider seriously - ..
opening up the long-distance telecommunications market. It seems to me that this
would mean full and fair competition in the telecommunications industry .

I know little about the telecommunications industry, but I do know a great deal
about our monthly phone bill. We are the nation's focal point for the prevention of
crime, working closely with police, mayors, youth groups, and the faith
community across the nation; and believe me, our monthly telephone bill is high.
Anything that can be done to bring it down would enable us to be more efficient,
put more money into program, and serve the nation better.

So what goes on with the telephone affects our conununications enormously. All
qualified competitors should be able to compete to help bring the price down.

Again, I know very little about the issues technically or legally. All I know is that
I do pay my bill, that it is high, and that communication is essential to my
business_

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

....._---.

Executive Director

lAC/adf

cc: Donald J. Russell

1700 X St:rect, NW. second Floor, W811~'UIn,DC 20006-3817 2020466-6Z72 • fax ~O~296-13S6 .. bRp:II-.wcprevtml.Ol"l
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515 W. Lafayette BlVd.
Detroit. Michigan 48226

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Stree~ Northwest
Washington, DC 20544

Re: Docket #97-137

June 25, 1997

JOHN A. TOTORA,TIS

Vice President
Information System.
(313) 222-8730
Fax: (31 g) 222-8664

Competition in all telecommunications markets will benefit large corporate customers such as Detroit
Newspapers. Telecommunications related costs are Increasing while pressure to keep expenses down
has never been greater. Expanded product and service options will help ensure we get the most value for
our communications dollars.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 was intended to provide healthy competition While ensuring all
consumers have access to the "Information superhighway." True market-based competition will spur
additional investments in our nation's telecommunications infrastructure and provide a variety of choices
for America's increasingly sophisticated consumers, large and small.

I ask that you move expeditiously In opening long dismnce markets to full competition. Please move
favorably and quickly to approve Ameritech's application to provIde long distance services in Michigan.
Detroit Newspapers believes that having additional options in the telecommunications marketplace will
benefit all.

Sincerely,

'>t~tJJohn Totoraitis

lit

cc: Mr. Donald J. Russell
Telecommunications Task Force, Anti-Trust Division
The U.S. Department of Justice
8205 555 4th Street NW
Washington, DC 20001

bee: Jim Holycross, Ameritech

....... , ~_ ,j ft._a 1"'__ .._ ••
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June 27, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Federal Communications Commissions
1919 M. Street, Northwest
Washington, DC 20544

RE: Docket#97-137

Competition .in all ~leeommunicatiODlmarkets will benefit large corporate customers
such as Blue Cross Blue Shield ofMichigan. Telecommunications related costs are
increasing while pressure to keep expenses down bas never been greater. Expanded
product and service options will help ensure we get the most value for our
communications donars.

The Telecommunications Act of1996 was imeoded to provide healthy competition while
ensuring all consumers have access to the uiDf'onnation superhighway". True market
based competition will spur additional investments in OUl' nation's telecommunications
infrastructure and. provide a variety ofchoices for America's increasingly sophisticated
consumers, large and small.

I aslc that you move expeditiously in opening tong distance marltets to full competition.
Please move favorably and quic1cly to approve Ameri%eeh's application to provide long
distance services in Michigan. Blue Cross Blue Shield ofMichigan believes that having
additional options in the telecommunications markmplace will benefit all users.

Sincerely,

-L~t2IZ,
~-;;--Dunleavy cJ

General Director
Infonnation Delivery Services

CC~ Mr. Donald 1. Itusscll
Telecommunications Ta5k Force, Anti-TntSt Di\'ision
The U.S. Department ofJustice
8205 555 4th Street NW
Washington, DC 2001
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